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1940s & 1960s diaries of Nella Last, Mass Observation Archive, University of Sussex 

 

The significant advances in technologies for creating and accessing materials over the 
past century have changed the nature of many of the ‘special collections’ created during 
this period. This conference will examine the various types of archival and book 
collections that have been generated both as a result of, and alongside such technological 
advances. It will look at the different ways in which such materials need to be treated 
both physically and intellectually, and will look at the ways in which these ‘rare but not 
old’ collections can be used to innovate and enhance Special Collections 
 
 
 
 



  

Wednesday 8 September 

   
 

 
12.00-14.00     

 
Registration at Bailrigg Conference Centre Reception 

 
13.00-14.00      
 

Lunch Meeting Room 2 

 
Defining modern 
collections and their 
role 
 

14.00 – 17.00 * 
Elizabeth Livingstone 
Lecture Theatre 

 

 
Key note: introduction 
Mary Nixon, Goldsmith’s College, University of London 

 
Building the literary heritage of modern childhood 
Sarah Lawrence, Collections Manager, Seven Stories  
Centre for Children’s Books 

 
Sites of excavation, sites of construction: the modern 
visual arts archive 
Sue Breakell, Design Archive, University of Brighton 

 
The PaxCat Project: bringing peace archives to life  
Alison Cullingford, Special Collections, University of 
Bradford 

 
 

*including 15.15: refreshment break in Meeting Room 2 
 

Wednesday evening 
 
18.00 – 19.00 Reception at Ruskin Library  
19.00 – 20.00 Evening meal at Cartmel College  



  

Thursday 9 September 
 

 

09.15- 09.30 
Elizabeth Livingstone 
Lecture Theatre 

 

CILIP RB & SC Group AGM 

Preservation 
 
09.30 – 10.45  
Elizabeth Livingstone 
Lecture Theatre 

 

 
General preservation:  
John Rylands Library, University of Manchester 

 
AV preservation:  
Simon Rooks, BBC preservation department 

 

 
10.45 – 11.15 
 

Coffee Meeting Room 2 

Ethics, estates and 
new technologies 
 

11.15 – 13.00  
Elizabeth Livingstone 
Lecture Theatre 

 

 
“Romance should begin with science…”: Managing 
relationships with literary estates 
Rachel Foss, Curator of Modern Literary Manuscripts, 
British Library 

 
Ethics in the Mass Observation Archive  
Fiona Courage, Special Collections Manager, University of 
Sussex 

 
MEMORY: saving the Welsh Literature Archive 
Nia Mai Daniel, Archivist, National Library of Wales 

 

 
13.00 – 13.45 
 

Lunch Meeting Room 2  

 

Thursday afternoon 
13.45 – 18.00 Visits: see p.5 
 

Thursday evening 

19.00: Conference Dinner at Cartmel College 

After-dinner speaker, poet Paul Farley, formerly Wordsworth Trust writer in 
residence, draws upon Liverpool and North West heritage in his work.



  

Friday 10 September 
 

Access and 
innovation with 
modern collections 
 
09.15 – 10.45 
Elizabeth Livingstone 
Lecture Theatre 

 

 
First World War Digital Poetry Archive 
Alun Edwards, University of Oxford 

 
Bawr stretter! Messages from a poet: the Edwin 
Morgan Archive at the Scottish Poetry Library Edwin 
Morgan 
Julie Johnstone, Scottish Poetry Library 

 
LIFT Living Archive at Goldsmiths 
Sue Mayo 

 

10.45 

 
Coffee Meeting Room : suggestions box for open 
forum discussions 
 

11.30 
 
Open forum* 
 

12.15 
 
Roundup by Mary Nixon (Chair CILIP RB & SC Group) 
 

12.30-13.30    
 
Lunch Meeting Room 2 
 

 
 
 
*Open forum: an opportunity for discussing issues that have arisen throughout 

the conference and in the broader terms of our every day work.  
 
Please take the opportunity of a slightly extended coffee break to discuss with 
colleagues what issues you would find useful for us to debate as a group. 
Suggestions forms will be available in Meeting Room 2 for you to fill out and post 
in the box available.  
 
A panel of colleagues from the CILIP Rare Books & Special Collections 
Committee will be leading the debates.  
 
  
 



  

Thursday afternoon visits 
Space on several of the visits is restricted, and will be allocated in order of receipt of 
booking forms. 
 
Dove Cottage.  
Dove Cottage was the home of archetypal Lake poet William Wordsworth from 1799 to 
1808, during which time he produced his most famous works.  A converted coach house 
next door houses the Wordsworth Museum and Art Gallery, exhibiting treasures from the 
collection.  The Jerwood Centre is another architectural gem with a major library of 
Romantic literature. 
 
Ruskin Library. 
A chance to look behind the scenes at this remarkable building.  It was purpose built to 
house and celebrate archives, books and artworks by and about John Ruskin, who had 
strong local connections, living at Brantwood in the Lake District for the latter part of his 
life. 
 
Jack Hylton Archive. 

Jack Hylton, “the singing millboy”, set trends within popular music before expanding into 
the world of entertainment. The Jack Hylton Archive contains memorabilia from the life 
and work of the successful band leader spanning from the early 1920s up until his death 
in 1965, including press cuttings, photos, scripts and recordings. The visit will start with a 
brief presentation about Jack Hylton and continue with a chance to listen to some 
recordings whilst browsing programmes, photographs and other items from the archive. 
 
Guided Tour of Lancaster 
An opportunity to find out more from an expert on this fascinating historic city.  
 



  

  

About University of Lancaster 
Lancaster University is a collegiate university, set in 250 acres of parkland.  It is located 
about 3.5 miles south of the city of Lancaster, which has direct rail links with London, 
Birmingham, Leeds, Manchester, Oxford, and Glasgow.  From Lancaster Station, 
campus can easily be reached by taxi or bus.  Lancaster is also well situated for access 
by car, via the M6 and A6. 
 
The compact historic city of Lancaster is dominated by its medieval castle, with a wealth 
of museums in the narrow Georgian streets nearby.  The city has fascinating Quaker 
links and other intriguing historical associations.  A guided tour will be arranged for a 
group as one of the Thursday afternoon visits. Lancaster is also ideally situated if you 
would like to extend your stay with a trip to the Coast, the Lakes or the Yorkshire Dales! 
 
Of particular interest to RBSCG people are the Special Collections at Lancaster.  The 
award-winning Ruskin Library was purpose-built for the collection of paintings, archives, 
and publications by or about this extraordinary writer and artist, and the Library’s design 
is full of allusions to his work.  Delegates will find out more at our Wednesday evening 
reception, and one of the visits on Thursday will take a select group behind the scenes.  
All delegates will be able to enjoy the current exhibition (Ruskin and the Alps) at any 
time throughout the conference during Library opening hours.  
 
Lancaster University Library houses many rare books and archives with a local flavour, 
from Quakers, to priory and parish libraries, to cinema culture and Pilkington’s tiles.  One 
of our Thursday visits will focus on one of the most interesting of these collections, the 
Jack Hylton Archive. 
 


